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THE RISE OF A NEW SPIRIT 


Address by The Hon. William B. Bankhead, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives of the United States of America, 
over the National Broadcasting Company Blue Network, 
November 30, 1939, inaugurating Moral Re-Armament 
weekend, December 1-2-3. 

I AM GLAD tonight to inaugurate in the Americas the 
program for this first weekend of December, when one 
hundred million people throughout the world will hear the 
challenge of Moral Re-Armament. 

There is a matter of even greater importance to America 
and to the world than the historic Special Session of Congress 
just concluded. For as nations cannot live without law, so law 
itself, whether national or international, depends for its force 
on the spirit in which it is enacted and obeyed. It is concern¬ 
ing the rise throughout the world—among the peoples of 
nations—of a new spirit that I wish to speak to you tonight. 

For the past decade statesmen in many countries have been 
working for a harmonizing force within their borders, in 
order that political, racial, and industrial conflicts might be 
eased. A new search is being made for methods to insure 
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honesty and confidence in business, a new fidelity and com¬ 
radeship in home life, and a new hope in international rela¬ 
tions. Enemies are becoming friends. Rivals are beginning to 
work together. Out of the materialism of the post-war years 
there has appeared the first flowering of a cultural renaissance. 
Most encouraging of all—a new type of citizen has emerged, 
who puts country before self, who is making the task of gov¬ 
ernment easier and giving fresh dignity to the word "patriot.” 

Hope for Industrial Peace 

Here in America, one effect of this rising tide of Moral 
Re-Armament has been a renewed hope for industrial peace 
in those communities where it has formed a common meeting 
ground between capital and labor, and between opposing 
factions within the ranks of labor. 

As for party politics, I myself have observed its effect in the 
Nation’s Capital where in these troublous times we are only 
too apt to think of ourselves as Democrats or Republicans, 
rather than as first of all Americans. Never in my long ex¬ 
perience in Washington have I found anything on which all 
parties in both Senate and House have so thoroughly agreed 
as on America’s need, and our own need, for this new spirit. 
It is making many of us realize that if we sincerely want 
national unity it is no use expecting the other party to make 
all the first moves; that our own party has possible faults 
which need correction in the national interest; and that it is 
a patriotic duty to have a spirit of national cooperation here 
at home. 

Benjamin Franklin once warned the Continental Congress 
that they must hang together or they would hang separately. 
The alternatives today may not seem to be so sharply drawn; 
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but considering the chaos of our times and looking forward 
in the perspective of history, they are not as wholly fantastic 
as they might appear. Certainly if any nation needs to learn 
how to work together, it is our nation. No special social or 
political insight is required to point out that in national unity 
alone lies national strength. 

Cause of Past Failures 

Turning to the world situation, an old and loyal colleague 
of Woodrow Wilson like myself, may be forgiven for admit¬ 
ting that where we failed in our dreams for the original 
League of Nations was in not allowing for the fact that no 
international system, however nobly conceived, can endure 
without a new spirit in the nations which compose it. "Peace,” 
Dr. Frank Buchman stated in a recent broadcast, "is not just 
an idea. It is people becoming different.” Those words are 
worthy of serious consideration. They both point out the 
folly of the past, and chart a course for the peacemakers of 
the future. 

After all, nations, like men, are much alike—responding to 
the same promptings of self-interest, nursing the same hates, 
haunted by the same fears. Each is jealous of her place in the 
sun—anxious to enlarge this place if feasible, to maintain it 
if possible, to relinquish it only if necessary. Most nations will 
accomplish these ends by fair means if they can; by other 
means if they must. 

The essential condition of peace is a new spirit between 
nations. Without this new spirit no general settlement will 
be possible. A well-known columnist wrote recently that every 
nation is guilty, in that every nation has sinned. A frank 
recognition that all are responsible for the present situation, 
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would go far towards bringing peace to Europe. Peace based 
on such a spirit could make both sides winners in this war. 
Otherwise the only winners are likely to be those forces of 
destruction, relentlessly at work in every land, for which a 
world conflict is the historic hour of opportunity. 

A Race With Chaos 

We stand today at a decisive moment in history. Forces of 
unmeasured strength are on the march. Is there a force which 
can rally the recuperative powers of mankind and win the 
race with chaos? 

There is a force which can out-march all others and which, 
if we will, can shape the future. It is the mighty onslaught of 
a new spirit challenging men and nations to a change of heart. 
It is the cumulative effect of millions of people who listen to 
God and obey. Where we have been true to this spirit, man 
has prospered; where we have neglected it, nations have de¬ 
clined. Now is our chance to re-create for ourselves and for 
our children the way of true patriotism—the way of moral 
and spiritual force. 

The call of the hour is a call to strength. Our country must 
look to her defenses. But no material defenses can serve us 
long unless behind them there stands a united people, strong 
in spirit, conscious of a common mission, prepared for any 
sacrifice. Seventy-five years ago Abraham Lincoln wrote a 
warning which now we shall do well to heed: ''At what point 
is the approach of danger to be expected? I answer, if it ever 
reach us, it must spring up among us; it cannot come from 
abroad. If destruction be our lot, we must ourselves be its 
author and finisher. As a nation of free men, we must live 
through all time or die by suicide.” 

6 


A nation’s first line of defense is the character of her 
citizens and the inspiration of her leaders. A country rich 
in land, in trade, in tradition, but poor in faith, declines. A 
country rich in faith is rich in everything. Restore character 
to a nation and you restore strength. Restore faith and you 
restore greatness. For character is wealth and faith is power. 

The forces which cause war are not confined to the Old 
World. Working here in America are the same materialism, 
the same clash of interests, the same blindness to real issues, 
the same lust to acquire or hold power. The "haves” want to 
keep, and the "have-nots” want to get. The way of sanity both 
in domestic and foreign policy is not to point the finger at 
the other party or the other nation. It is to start to remedy 
the world’s ills where they most closely concern us—here in 
America. 


America's Opportunity 

The Pilgrim Fathers, whose first Thanksgiving Day we are 
celebrating as a nation, dedicated themselves and their future 
"to the glory of God and the advancement of the Christian 
faith.” This is America’s spiritual opportunity. To pursue it 
with every energy is America’s first duty. If western civiliza¬ 
tion is to be preserved in the Americas, Moral Re-Armament 
must become the mainspring of our national life and the 
touchstone of policy both at home and abroad. 

All of us, whatever our race or creed, can apply this new 
spirit beginning with ourselves, our family, our business, our 
community. There must be an end to selfishness and ease. 
Every citizen must be mobilized to bring about that moral 
and spiritual preparedness which will enable America to 
stand secure. 
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If we can demonstrate that at last on this continent we have 
found the secret of unity and peace among men, then we can 
become the peacemakers of mankind—makers of the just 
peace that will be permanent. So prepared, we can decide 
aright the fateful issues of this hour. So prepared, America 
can face the future with confidence, and the world can face 
it with hope. 


"AN UNPRECEDENTED EXPERIMENT" 

Intellectual leaders of the world’s nations await today the out¬ 
come of an unprecedented experiment in the application of moral 
strength to the mighty doors of Mars which stand as seemingly 
insurmountable barriers between their peoples and peace. 

With a new undeclared war raging in Europe and new griefs 
added to peaceful nations by internal dissension, a hundred million 
people will join today, tomorrow and Sunday in listening for guid¬ 
ance through the hate, fear and greed infested maze which is society. 

—"San Francisco Chronicle,” December 1, 1939. 


As a practical Catholic, I believe that our hope lies in a rebirth 
of the old integrities and a new sense of moral values. This tragic 
twentieth century, when faith seems in eclipse, may yet prove the 
most glorious in history because out of the weakness of our broken 
hopes is rising the strong tide of a spiritual awakening. Moral 
Re-Armament is safeguarding the great traditions of our past, and 
will provide the sinews of our might for the future. 

—Hon. Frank Murphy, Attorney-General. 


A nation’s first line of defense is the moral and spiritual qualities 
of her people. Moral Re-Armament should therefore be the first 
concern of all who wish to make their country strong. 

—Hon. Charles A. Edison, Secretary of the Navy. 
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THE PRICE OF NATIONAL UNITY 


Address by The Hon. Arthur Capper, United States Senator 
from Kansas, over Station WRUL, World-Wide Broadcasting 
Foundation, December 3, 1939. 

S PEAKING today from the Nation’s Capital, I should like, 
as a life-long Republican and as a Senator, to endorse all 
that the distinguished Speaker of the House of Representa¬ 
tives said in his recent radio address regarding the need for 
Moral Re-Armament. Especially timely was his assertion that 
"it is making many of us realize that if we sincerely want 
national unity, it is no use expecting the other party to make 
all the first moves; that our own party has possible faults 
which need correction in the national interest; and that it is 
a patriotic duty to have a spirit of national cooperation here 
at home.” 

The senior statesman of my party, former President Hoover, 
spoke from long experience of international as well as of 
national affairs when he sent the following message in con¬ 
nection with the great meetings for Moral Re-Armament held 
in Washington and New York last spring. His words are 
more than ever true today. I quote: 

"The world has come out of confusion before because some 
men and women stood solid. They held safety for the world, 
not because they knew the solutions to all these confusions, 
not because they even had the power to find solutions. They 
stood firm and they held the light of civilization until the 
furies passed, because they individually held to certain prin- 
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ciples of life, of morals, and spiritual values. These are the 
simple concepts of truth, justice, tolerance, mercy, and respect 
for the dignity of the common man. To hold and lift these 
banners in the world will go far to solve its confusions. What 
the world needs today is to return to sanity and to moral and 
spiritual ideals. At the present time nothing so concerns the 
progress of mankind.” 

Need for New Leadership 

The people of this country and of the world are tired 
equally of politicians who put party before country, and of 
countries which pursue national policies contrary to their 
neighbor’s interest. In this all of us alike have been to blame. 

The ordinary citizen today is seeking desperately for a new 
leadership. He knows that the old leadership of expediency 
and self-interest—whether enlightened or unenlightened— 
has only succeeded in hurrying the world faster and faster to 
catastrophe. He will follow any man, any party, almost any 
system, if only he can be sure of finding there an answer to the 
riddle of life, and a chance to give his all in a cause he loves. 

The President of the United States, at the outbreak of war, 
called for a national policy based on the fundamental moral¬ 
ities and the spirit of the New Testament. He said that in 
seeking peace at home now, we can some day be of even 
greater help in creating peace abroad. He asked that partisan¬ 
ship and selfishness be adjourned, and that national unity be 
the thought that underlies all others. 

This ideal has never before been attained in this country— 
if in any country. But that does not mean it is an impossible 
ideal. It can be had at a price—the price of each of us honestly 
facing where we and our party have been wrong, being will- 
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ing to put that wrong right, and allowing the guidance of 
God to rule every act and policy. 

The Republican Party will never win the confidence of the 
electorate unless we are willing to clean house at home— 
unless we ask ourselves whether we do not condone within 
our own ranks many of the very practices of which we accuse 
the other party. Similarly, America can never hope to win the 
confidence of the world unless we also recognize our share 
of guilt in the present chaos, and decide to do differently in 
the future. 


Art of Making Peace 

Speaking as one with some experience of international 
affairs, I should like to say that in these momentous days it is 
not enough to long for peace. Nor is it enough to appeal for 
it. We must learn the art of making peace—and for the peace¬ 
maker, whether individual or nation, the first inescapable 
requirement is to start at home. 

We may as well realize that we cannot hope to save our 
cherished institutions unless we are willing to permeate them 
with a new spirit. We may as well realize that we cannot hope 
for national unity unless we first shoulder our share of blame 
in preventing that unity. We may as well realize that world 
peace will remain an idle dream unless individually and col¬ 
lectively we shed our prejudices, our apathies and our fears 
and start afresh in the spirit of Moral Re-Armament. 

If we who are sometimes called statesmen value the verdict 
of history, to say nothing of our country’s well-being, we will 
read the handwriting on the wall before it is too late, and 
throw every energy and influence we possess behind this cause 
which is civilization’s last hope. 
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THE EARTH SECURE 


From "Ways of the World” by John D. Barry in the 
"San Francisco News” December 5, 1939. 

NFORTUNATELY, in some people, goodwill remains 



latent much of the time. There are many who, so far as 


the larger human relationships go, rarely let their goodwill 
have a chance to express itself. 

On the other hand it’s ironical that, in a crisis like a war, 
goodwill should express itself wildly, destructively. MRA is 
trying to reach and stimulate the universal goodwill and 
mobilize it for genuinely constructive purposes. 

Because the goodwill in humanity isn’t utilized as it might 
be, the world is in a desperate plight. Mighty groups of highly 
civilized people are drawing on the resources of science to 
destroy civilized products and destroying each other, men with 
the power of gods acting like devils. It’s as if the human race 
were bent on self-destruction. 

The human being is never complete in himself. He is com¬ 
plete only when he is on good terms with the rest of mankind, 
when he recognizes his debt to humanity. We have a respon¬ 
sibility to meet, everyone of us, and we can’t meet it by being 
indifferent to what’s happening in Europe and the Orient and 
by congratulating ourselves that it isn’t happening here. While 
we’re on Earth it is our business to help make the Earth a 
secure place, not merely for ourselves, but those who are going 
to follow us. 

We have all of the materials and spiritual power essential 
to building a fine world organization. The most important 
factor is that universal goodwill. What a pathetic circumstance 
that, with most of us, it isn’t utilized as it should be utilized. 
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prarlmnatum 

To the People of Los Angeles, Greetings : 

Whereas, American traditions of freedom, peace and 
thanksgiving to God were created by pioneers who had 
learned the secret of listening to a Wisdom beyond their own 
which gave them insight to see their country’s destiny and 
nerved them to the task of national service, and 

Whereas, George Washington at a time of conflict looked 
to God and gave a nation freedom; Benjamin Franklin in¬ 
voked His wisdom at a time of crisis and brought a nation 
order; and Abraham Lincoln listened at a time of chaos and 
preserved a nation’s unity, and 

Whereas, Today, amid conditions so threatening to our 
peace, we must find again this higher loyalty which will create 
out of many classes, creeds and factions one united and dedi¬ 
cated people; and while expressing thanksgiving that we have 
been mercifully spared from conflict abroad, we recognize 
the immediate need of bringing about an armistice in indus¬ 
trial conflict and enlisting every citizen in America’s war for 
industrial peace, and 

Whereas, It was not the purpose of our forefathers that 
America should fall heir to the hates, fears, and greeds of 
history, their dream being of a greed-free, fear-free, hate-free 
nation with God as her Ruler, Guide and Strength, and 

Whereas, Today we are in danger of neglecting this corner¬ 
stone of democracy both in our personal and national life, and 

Whereas, Recognizing that a nation’s first line of defense 
is the character of her citizens, the President of the United 
States, members of the Cabinet and of Congress, Governors 
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of States and Mayors of cities have recently publicly expressed 
recognition of the need for Moral Re-Armament, 

Now, Therefore, As Mayor of the City of Los Angeles, 
I do hereby ask the people of this community to set aside 
and consider December 1, 2, 3 as Moral Re-Armament days 
and do urge that all our citizens join the army of one hun¬ 
dred million who will be listening to the appeal to God 
throughout the world, and look to God for direction and 
obey the Divine Will, thereby finding a common mind, a 
common plan, a common program, bringing a new citizenship, 
a new unity, a new integrity, unselfishness and love into our 
national character. 

(Signed) Fletcher Bowron, Mayor: 

November 25, 1939. 


"MRA should appeal to patriots of every nation. There never 
will be lasting peace and real civilization in the best sense of that 
term until there is world-wide Moral Re-Armament. 

"Thinking people in all lands should realize the importance of 
lending their nations an active support by promoting the efforts to 
banish hate, fear, greed and ruthlessness as relics of barbarism that 
should have no place in modern civilization." 

—The "Indianapolis Sunday Star,” December 3, 1939. 


Will you join me and one hundred million others throughout 
the world—black, brown, yellow, and white—in ushering in this 
awakening by listening to the living God ? Moral Re-Armament is 
no respecter of persons, or races, or classes, or creeds, or ideologies. 
It applies to all. It appeals to all. It must become the common 
life of all. 

—Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune, President, National 
Council of Women (Negro Division), speaking over 
the Columbia Broadcasting System, December 3, 1939. 
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RE-MAKERS OF THE WORLD 

Address by Major-General the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Athlone, 
K.G., uncle to His Majesty King George VI, and Governor- 
General of the Union of South Africa, 1923-31, over the 
British Broadcasting Corporation, Empire Network, and the 
Mutual Broadcasting System, December 1, 1939. 

S INCE its beginning here in Britain just over a year ago, 
the call for Moral Re-Armament has encircled the world, 
and become a source of fresh hope to millions of men and 
women. 

Heads of States, national, civic and industrial leaders of all 
classes, creeds and parties have welcomed it as the cure for 
that deep disease of the spirit from which civilization is 
suffering. 

In all parts of our Empire there has been the readiest 
response. In the United States President Roosevelt has urged 
that Moral Re-Armament should receive support on a world¬ 
wide basis. 

A year ago on Armistice Day I was one of those who used 
these words: "Moral Re-Armament must be the foundation 
of national life, as it must be of any world settlement. The 
miracle of God’s Living Spirit can break the power of pride 
and selfishness, of lust and fear and hatred; for spiritual 
power is the greatest force in the world.” 

This is true as never before today. 

Moral Re-Armament stands for a change of heart, for that 
new spirit which must animate all human relationships. Its 
purpose is the practical application by everyone everywhere of 
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the standards of honesty, purity and love. It calls on us to 
make the Will of God the guiding force, as for individuals, 
so for homes and nations. 

Surely these living principles have ever been the true 
strength and security of our nation and Empire! In fresh and 
whole-hearted acceptance of them now lies our moral strength 
for these dark days—the answer to our fears and to our griefs, 
our one sure hope for a new world. 

Price of a New World 

In all of us there is that deep longing, however humbly, to 
be builders of a new world—a world where man can cultivate 
the arts of peace and achieve that moral and spiritual progress 
which will alone insure that industry and science be used for 
the enrichment and not the destruction of mankind. 

This is the same conviction which is so clearly expressed in 
a message I have just received from the recent chairman of 
the Trades Union Congress, Mr. Joseph Hallsworth: "Every¬ 
where we see the failure of human wisdom to find that super¬ 
national plan which could unite the nations in a common 
purpose for the establishment of universal brotherhood. Moral 
Re-Armament is now calling men and women everywhere to 
listen to God for His plan." 

As I speak to you tonight I think of the millions in Britain, 
throughout the Empire and in other countries who are striving 
to listen to the Voice of God. From our common obedience to 
His direction there can yet be born a world which is free, 
united and at peace. 

In our own country civic leaders have today issued a call to 
our citizens which I should like to read to you. It bears the sig¬ 
natures of 650 Lord Mayors, Lord Provosts, Mayors, Provosts, 
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gj^Jo-DAY, when our whole world is threatened with ruin, 
we feel more urgently than ever before the need for 
that new force of Moral Re-Armament which can create a 
new world, a world of sanity and order, a world of plenty 
and of peace. 

V%4E cannot live for ever from one crisis to another, from one 
w war to the next. We seek a hate-free, fear-free, greed-free 
world, where every nation can enrich the common life of all, 
where every man has his work to do. This, not recurring 
crisis and destruction, is the God-given destiny of mankind. 
CQMID the failure of human wisdom, there is still one Supreme 
F* Source from Whom all can draw new power, new hope, 
new illumination. God speaks directly to the heart of every 
man and woman who is prepared to listen and obey. 

<TJnd now millions all over the world are seeking God’s 
P plan for themselves and their countries. The aim is for 
one hundred million people listening to God. Here is the 
world force that will make future war unneceskary. 

V%%E deeply need the leadership of God-led men and women 
who base their lives on the Christian principles of honesty, 
unselfishness and faith. Such men and women will not only 
make the morale of the country impregnable; they will to-day 
create and spread that spirit which will ensure a just and 
lasting peace. 

AKHIS new spirit must come. We owe it to ourselves, our 
children and our children’s children. One hundred million 
listening to God across the world can realise the words of the 
prophet of old: “All thy children shall be taught of the Lord, 
and great shall be the peace of thy children.’’ 

<U ll over Britain, Civic Authorities are summoning their 
P fellow-citizens to share with them in this world-wide plan of 
listening to God. 

V%4E call on you to play your full part in this highest form of 
national service. May our own community be in the van¬ 
guard of this advance, to lead the world on to sanity and peace. 

1st December, 1939 

"Call to our Citizens” issued by 650 British Lord Mayors, Lord 
Provosts, Mayors, Provosts, and Chairmen of City Councils 





Hollywood Bowl, Citizens’ Meeting, July 19, 1939—10,000 had to be turned away 
as 30,000 more crowded in, listened to speakers from many backgrounds and 
countries tell of the effect of Moral Re-Armament in community and national life. 



Chairmen of Councils and other civic leaders from all parts of 
Britain. These signatures include those of the Lord Mayors 
and Lord Provosts of Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Cardiff, 
Dundee, Edinburgh, Elgin, Glasgow, Hull, Leeds, Leicester, 
Liverpool, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Nottingham, Perth, Ports¬ 
mouth, Sheffield, York. 

[Lord Athlone then read the full text of the Mayor’s "Call 
to our Citizens” a reproduction of which faces page 16.] 

May I add one further word? Our thoughts go out tonight 
to all who are facing special sacrifice and danger. We are 
grateful for their courage and devotion. We pray their labor 
may not be in vain and that their victory will open the way 
towards the new world we are endeavoring to build. For all 
of us alike the guiding Voice of God is ever available, 
strengthening and directing. 

There is today a deeper struggle which faces mankind 
everywhere—the struggle against the menace of human sel¬ 
fishness in ourselves, in our nation and throughout the world. 
On the issue of this struggle the future depends. Victory in it 
will surely bring that enduring peace and prosperity, and that 
hate-free, greed-free, fear-free world for which every one of 
us longs. 

The foregoing address was broadcast by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation to England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales; and to the 
United States through the facilities of the Mutual Broadcasting 
System, at 4:15 p.m., e.s.t., December 1. It was re-broadcast by 
the British Broadcasting Corporation at 5:45 p.m., e.s.t., to Africa, 
Canada, bzdia, Europe, Malaya and West Australia; at 10:00 p.m. 
to the West Indies and South America; at 1:00 A.M. December 2, 
to Australia, Australasia, the Far East, East Africa and South West 
Africa; at 7:00 a.m. to Europe, Africa and the West Indies; and at 
1:45 p.m. to New Zealand, South East Africa and North Africa. 
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"CIVILIZATION CANNOT SURVIVE” 

"Sixteen years ago Woodrow Wilson, in his last message to the 
American people, said: 'Our civilization cannot survive materially 
unless it be redeemed spiritually.’ 

"He had observed the revolution in Russia and feared the dis¬ 
content which was even then becoming manifest in other countries. 
Other 'irrational’ outbursts could be prevented, he felt, only if 
capitalism and democracy were made truly rational by permeation 
with the 'spirit of Christ.’ A return by all classes to the basic 
Christian doctrine of 'sympathy and helpfulness and a willingness 
to forego self-interest in order to promote the welfare, happiness, 
and contentment of others’ was his prescription for an ailing world. 
You can’t, he said, hope for unselfishness and peace in world 
affairs or in national affairs or in the affairs of any branch of society 
until you have it in the individual hearts of men. 

"Moral Re-Armament, when Wilson outlined it, may have 
seemed impractical and unnecessary. It is not so today. It is catching 
like wildfire and it cannot spread too fast to suit our need.” 

—"Boston Evening Transcript,” December 2, 1939. 


Civilization today stands at the crossroads. We speak of peace. 
But we must not forget that life loves the strong; that peace de¬ 
mands strength. The strength of nations, like that of man, is 
composed of spiritual as well as material elements. Therefore the 
call of the hour must be a call to moral and physical virility. And 
the spiritual re-arming of men and nations must lead the way. 

— Dr. Alexis Carrel, of the Rockefeller Institute, 

Scientist and Nobel Prize Winner. 
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THE FIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD 


Radio Address by Rear-Admiral Richard E. Byrd, on the eve 
of his departure for the Antarctic, October 29, 1939. 

I T WAS on my lonely vigil during a long polar night that 
I learned the power of silence—of quiet times. The values 
and problems of life sorted out when I began to listen. I went 
exploring because I was fired by those pioneers of history who 
felt the urge of charting uncharted seas and discovering un¬ 
known places. However, today, in the crisis which threatens to 
destroy freedom and civilization, the most important pioneer¬ 
ing to be done is in the realm of the spirit. 

America’s first line of defense is the character of her 
citizens. Character cannot be taken for granted. If we are to 
preserve freedom, it must be battled for by every man, woman 
and child every day and every generation. Without character, 
man doesn’t deserve freedom; so he loses it. 

The building of character is Moral Re-Armament. That is 
the fight of America and of the world. That is the only arma¬ 
ment that can stop armaments of destruction, and on the eve 
of my departure for the Antarctic, I want to say that I believe 
that this way lies the hope for peace. 

Moral Re-Armament—the fight for a new world, strong, 
clean, united—should fire the hearts of all red-blooded 
Americans and spur their wills for action. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY AND MORAL 
RE-ARMAMENT 


From an address by the Honorable Harry H. Woodring, the 
Secretary of War, over the Coast-to-Coast network of Col¬ 
umbia Broadcasting System, Tuesday, December 19, 1939. 

I SPEAK tonight on national security. ... In view of 
present world conditions, it must be apparent to all of us 
that security does not rest alone in the size of a nation’s 
armament, in its economic wealth, in its geographic location 
or in its moral stamina, but in all of these combined. 

As your Secretary of War, it is my duty to see to it that 
every dollar of the people’s money, intended for that purpose, 
be made to do its share in strengthening our military defenses 
and to insist that the Army of the United States be prepared 
to meet any threat of aggression which might imperil our 
peace and our security. 

Realizing, however, that armed might is only one factor 
leading to such security, I am vitally interested also in the 
means by which the economic structure of the nation and the 
moral fiber of our people may continue to develop so that 
their full potency may be made more effective in assuring a 
peaceful settlement of any differences which may arise be¬ 
tween our nation and other nations in the progress of our 
international intercourse. 

At this time the greatest potential threat to our peace and 
security and to the continuance of the democratic form of gov- 


20 


W :: A5 'AT SRAf-Y 


ernment seems to be in tlie ever widening circle of the conflict 
now raging in Europe. 

Wars, like forest fires, are wont to spread from small begin¬ 
nings, and if not extinguished at the start, may engulf the 
entire world, as did the last war. . . . 

If we stop to think for only a moment, we must realize that 
no war, however just it may appear, can end wars; we know 
that no war can save civilization; we have learned from expe¬ 
rience that wars only weaken and consume civilization, and 
that in the end, wars make a mockery of the very aims for 
which they are fought. 

Nations and Men Alike 

Today, with the fortunes of this and future generations at 
stake, Americans have an obligation to think clearly, and to 
sift the records and motives of every country, including our 
own. When we do this we shall find, in the recent words of 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Honorable 
William B. Bankhead, that "nations, like men, are much 
alike, responding to the same promptings of self-interest, 
nursing the same hates, haunted by the same fears. Each is 
jealous of her place in the sun; anxious to enlarge this place 
if feasible, to maintain it if possible, to relinquish it only if 
necessary. Most nations will accomplish these ends by fair 
means if they can; by other means if they must.” 

It is true that empires in the past have been built up largely 
by the force of arms. This historical fact must be faced if we 
are to understand and cope with the policies of those nations 
whose will to extend today is, after all, only following the 
pattern of history. . . . 
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In Europe international accord, and ordinary diplomatic 
contacts are dwindling. There is an increasing need for a com¬ 
mon meeting-ground between nations divided more sharply 
than at any time in living memory. With the scene of next 
year’s Olympics now the object of violent air-raids, sport can 
no longer serve this purpose; and science, once a common 
bond of learning, is now a means of mutual destruction. Even 
literature and art have forsaken their high mission and are 
being used to foster ill feeling and mistrust. 

A Common Meeting Ground 

There has been growing up throughout the world in recent 
months a vigorous body of opinion which holds that the future 
of civilization can only be secured on a foundation of honesty 
and faith, and which regards it as a matter of honor not only 
to fulfill present pledges, but also to admit and rectify past 
mistakes. Believing the crisis to be moral and spiritual, these 
men and women have applied themselves to bringing about a 
new spirit in home, industry and government. Their work 
seeks to provide a common meeting-ground in many of the 
chief storm-centers of the world, and has already succeeded 
in creating a new mental outlook among many people. 

The response to their efforts has not been universal, yet it is 
vigorous enough to indicate that there can exist among nations, 
regardless of differences in social or political philosophy, a 
common will to seek out fundamental values upon which an 
accord based on mutual interests may be reached. 

Twenty years ago the memory of that useless slaughter, 
which was the first World War, was all too fresh in our minds 
to allow us to believe that such a catastrophe could ever again 
overtake us. We turned to the future with the firm conviction 
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that the people of all nations had at last come to the realization 
of the utter futility of war in the settlement of international 
difficulties. We were soon disillusioned. Today we again see 
a world with millions of its civilized peoples at war, and we 
may well ask, Wherein lies our peace and security? The 
answer lies in the ability of the American people to make 
America a bulwark of strength, an America strong in military 
defense, an America strong in economic strength, and an 
America strong morally and spiritually. 

Such strength can be attained only as we attain national 
unity. We must cultivate and nurture a unified desire on the 
part of our people to face our domestic situation and present 
world conditions with an analytical mind. We must have a 
common understanding of our own shortcomings, as well as 
those of other nations; we must have a common interest in 
their correction, and we must have a common goal toward 
which all the resources of this nation may be directed by the 
unified efforts of all our people. 

In striving for this goal, let us not forget the spiritual well¬ 
being of our people. 

America’s Sources of Strength 

Abraham Lincoln once said, "We have been the recipients 
of the choicest bounties of Heaven. We have been preserved 
these many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown in 
number, wealth and power as no other nation has ever grown. 
But we have forgotten God.” 

Let us turn to the sources of strength America has discov¬ 
ered through sacrifice and suffering in the past, and recapture 
for our people those truths which made us great—the guidance 
of God and a change of heart. These are not only individual 
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guides; they are national necessities. Without them we set the 
stage once more for the ancient tragedy of history, the decline 
of a civilization whose philosophy is materialism, and whose 
program is to grab and hold and indulge and decay and die. 

Nations, like men, are their own worst enemies. The men¬ 
acing might of human selfishness in every country is man¬ 
kind’s chief danger. It is because the war to end selfishness has 
never been fought, that the war to end war has never been 
won. Our goal should be a new civilization, built not on the 
quicksands of personal and national self-interest, but on the 
bedrock of personal well-being, national security, and inter¬ 
national peace and good will. 

Americas Ramparts 

General John J. Pershing stated recently: "This moral re¬ 
armament should enlist the support of all thinking people. 
There is a spiritual emotion which underlies all true patriot¬ 
ism, and good citizenship itself is dependent upon the high 
sense of moral obligation of the people. Today, confronted by 
conditions so threatening to world peace, we must rededicate 
ourselves to the faith of our forefathers if we are to be worthy 
of our heritage.” 

America’s ramparts are the moral and spiritual qualities of 
her people. America’s frontier is the front-line of the battle 
for a change of heart in this and every land. The fight for 
moral re-armament gives hope of a war that can really end war; 
a spiritual conquest of the materialism within our borders; a 
conquest which can transcend barriers of class, race, and poli¬ 
tical philosophy, and give to our nation a voice to be heard, 
a name to be blessed, and a destiny to follow throughout a 
world in which there shall be no more war. 
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A WORLD PHILOSOPHY ADEQUATE FOR 
WORLD CRISIS 

Dr. Frank N. D. Buchman 

This Broadcast was reprinted in the December 15 ff Radio 
Guide ” which commented editorially as follows: "His plea in 
this broadcast for Moral Re-Armament as the only way out of 
a world-wide spiritual blackout is 'must’ reading for every 
peace-loving American.” 2,000,000 copies of this broadcast 
were also reprinted in England and sold on British newsstands. 

I AM speaking today to the millions across the world who 
in these anxious days are increasingly looking to Moral 
Re-Armament as the one hope for the future. Especially as I 
speak, I am thinking of the men in the front line trenches, 
the men faced with the hard realities, the men who know 
what war is. 

Yet where are the front line trenches today? Today in many 
countries every civilian carries a gas-mask, every garden has 
its air raid shelter. It is a new phase in war, where everybody 
is responsible and every home is a front line trench. 

Our arts of reconciliation have not kept pace with the arts 
of war. The art of destruction is beginning to outpace the 
art of living. 

Today we have reached the parting of the ways. Civilization 
man-controlled is faced with collapse. The long-endured cycle 
of moving from crisis to crisis must end. Nations must move 
beyond crisis to cure. 
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A new world philosophy is needed, a world philosophy 
capable of creating a new era of constructive relationships 
between men and nations. A new statesmanship and a new 
leadership will ensue from this heightened quality of thinking 
and living. 

A Spiritual Blackout 

A nation’s first line of defense is the character of her people. 
As Maurice Browne, the producer of that wartime drama, 
"Journey’s End,’’ so compellingly reminds us: "Never in the 
known history of mankind has there been such general, clear 
and instant need for the application by each one of us to our 
hourly lives of the four cardinal principles of honesty, purity, 
selflessness and love.’’ Here we have the touchstone of Moral 
Re-Armament. 

This world philosophy will emerge as people begin to get 
their direction from the Living God. It will be within the 
framework of a hate-free, fear-free, greed-free quality of 
living. 

Think of the cost of hate, fear and greed. Millions of men 
and women must carry gas-masks today because men the world 
over have been living behind masks for years. Millions of men 
and women must grope through darkened cities because the 
nations have been living in a spiritual black-out. Millions of 
men and women today must listen to air raid warnings because 
nations have not listened to the Voice of God in days gone by. 

Yet dark nights of waiting may prove a blessing in disguise, 
for guidance is a staple necessity that is not rationed. 

Man today is ready to believe that human wisdom has 
failed. A situation is growing up in which people will want 
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God to speak to them. They will have nothing else between 
themselves and desperation, as they read the changing, chimer¬ 
ical headlines that no one wants. Men need some adequate 
voice to interpret and mould events. All our values are slip¬ 
ping as currencies slipped after the last war. 

As my friend the great Oxford philosopher Dr. Streeter 
said, ''A race that has grown up intellectually must grow up 
morally or perish.” Times of crisis reveal the bankruptcy of 
our thought and action. Then we resort to feverish improvisa¬ 
tions and expediency. Sheer economy of time and energy and 
ultimate bankruptcy may force us to God-control. Expediency 
must be supplanted by guidance. These days will see a change 
in all of us, in every nation, a change which will bring a new 
realization of our need. We cannot permanently go on expect¬ 
ing other nations to repent first. 

The Aim of MRA 

Moral Re-Armament was never more urgently needed than 
today. It stands for a prejudice-free level of living. It stands 
for a common denominator of immediate constructive action 
for everyone, above party, race, class, creed, point of view or 
personal advantage. 

The morally re-armed have learned to live under a crisis- 
proof, fear-free discipline. They are a panic-proof, single- 
minded and intelligent trained force at the disposal of all who 
put their country before selfish interest. 

A word of gratitude must go to the men in every nation 
who have met MRA, for what has been accomplished, and 
for the far-reaching service they have been able to render. 
These people, far-visioned and sagacious, see that MRA is the 
highest patriotism. 
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The aim of MRA is two-fold. First, to restore God to leader¬ 
ship as the directing force in the life of nations, and then to 
work for the strengthening of morale within a country and so 
build a healthful national life. 

In the words of a statement by Lord Baldwin, Lord Salis¬ 
bury and Chiefs of the Armed Forces, which has become 
historic: "Were we, together with our fellowmen everywhere, 
to put the energy and resourcefulness into this task that we 
now find ourselves obliged to expend on national defense, the 
peace of the world would be assured." 

New National Unity 

Moral Re-Armament will be the focal point for the new 
national unity where God is the constant and final arbiter in 
every conflict. This philosophy will become the mainspring of 
the spirit of the nation, the magnet that will draw all positive 
forces together. It will give a new unity to capital and labor, 
and bring the answer to industrial conflict and unrest. It will 
give the answer to war in the home and to war in the world. 
It will train that leadership which is adequate for the gigantic 
work of reconstruction, to rebuild a world on the brink of 
ruin. As a statesman has said: "What are needed are God- 
guided personalities to make God-guided nationalities to make 
a new world. All other ideas of economic adjustment are too 
small really to touch the center of the evil." 

The chief sin is that we have no adequate philosophy for 
life. Our conception of living is wrong—easy, soft, protective, 
indulgent. We need a whole new content and conception of 
life. The brains and the thinking of the world must have been 
sabotaged and squandered for a very long time to create such 
destruction of men and nations. We need a whole new level 
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of thinking about peace. If peace had demanded as much of 
us as war, war would have been outlawed long ago. 

But someone must always make peace. Peace is not an idea. 
It is people becoming different. You know what it is like at 
home when there has been a quarrel. You don’t just get the 
idea that peace would be a good thing. Someone pockets his 
pride and says Tm sorry.” But most of us want to make peace 
by repenting of the other fellow’s sins. That is how the world 
would like to do it. The MRA way is to start by being different 
yourself. Honest apology is the highroad of lasting peace. 

An army general said to me recently: "'Either I sacrifice my 
selfishness for the sake of my nation or I sacrifice my nation 
for the sake of my selfishness; and either we sacrifice our 
national selfishness for the sake of the world or we sacrifice 
the world for the sake of our national selfishness.” 

Mr. and Mrs. America 

War is the price of the selfishness of nations. Most people 
are selfish enough to want a peace that permits them to wage 
their own private wars and foster their own petty indulgences. 
An American housewife asks this question: "Who is respon¬ 
sible for the selfishness and greed in America today? Is it 
business or labor, or is it rather Mr. and Mrs. America in a 
million homes all over the country?” She well answers her 
own question. When asked, "What do you think?”, she said, 
"My conviction is that these homes, roused from their com¬ 
placency and freed from their selfishness, can become a pattern 
for the nation and build a world philosophy, the basis for a 
lasting peace.” 

Without this new spirit we shall pay heavily for our selfish¬ 
ness. Taxes do and will overtake us. We grumble and pay 
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because we would rather pay than pray. Today men share 
whether they want to or not. We cannot make peace between 
the nations when the people in the nations are in a state of 
permanent personal warfare. Strikes, labor difficulties and war 
are inevitable until we change our whole thought and quality 
of living. 

Work for All 

We need a national mobilization for unemployment on the 
same scale and carried out with the same personal care that 
the warring nations have given to everyone who needed to be 
taken to a place of safety. The unemployed must have the 
safety and security which comes from knowing that they are 
needed and that there is a job for them to do. Our aim should 
be that everyone has not only enough of the necessities of life, 
but that he has a legitimate part in bringing about this Moral 
Re-Armament and so safeguarding the peace of his nation 
and the peace of the world. 

God has a nation-wide program that provides inspiration 
and liberty for all and anticipates all other political programs 
A Swedish labor leader says: "I have seen the labor movement 
triumphant, and felt in the midst of triumph an emptiness. 
Moral Re-Armament gave my life new content. I see in its 
message the only key to the future of the labor movement 
and of industry the world over.” 

Industry can be the pioneer of a new order when national 
service replaces selfishness and where industrial planning is 
based upon the guidance of God. When labor, management 
and capital become partners under God’s guidance, then in¬ 
dustry takes its true place in the national life. New men, new 
homes, new industry, new nations, a new world. 
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Here I wish to bring a message which has just arrived from 
Mr. Joseph Hallsworth, till recently Chairman of the Trades 
Union Congress, representing some five million British work¬ 
ers. He makes this striking statement: "The need for Moral 
Re-Armament is more urgent than ever. I promised you all the 
support in my power.” 

Mr. Hallsworth and Mr. Herbert Elvin, his predecessor, 
both joined in a statement signed by seventeen leaders of 
British Labor. They said: "Basically, the world unrest is to be 
found in the root disease of materialism showing itself in 
widespread selfishness, fear and greed, not in this nation or 
in that, but in all.” 

The Catholic Workers’ Union of a European state met 
recently in response to the call for Moral and Spiritual Re- 
Armament made by the ruler of that country. "In the whole 
world,” they declared, "and in our own country, we are glad 
to note a leaning towards a new spiritual life. This must 
strengthen in us the consciousness that we have to lead the 
way to a new and better and solid community, not only with 
words but with deeds.” 

Moratorium On Hate 

And then these workers reached this striking conclusion 
which I would ask you especially to note: "In the new com¬ 
munity there is no room for class war or racial war. In the new 
community there is no room for strikes and lockouts; in the 
new community neither personal interests nor desire for gain 
have the upper hand; social justice and social love shall be the 
pillars on which the community of the future will rest.” 

The world must declare a moratorium on hate and fear, 
personally and nationally. The new peace pact must have as its 
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preamble that all contracting parties, all nations, live on the 
basis of no hate, no fear, no greed; and the necessary prelude 
to this happier pact is that every individual in every nation 
begins that new quality of living now and does not postpone 
it for some future armistice. Then we shall be true patriots; 
then there will be law and order in Europe and the world, 
within your hearts and within the boundary of your nation; 
then we shall be able to say, "Behold how these nations love 
one another.” 

As I am speaking here, within a fraction of a second, I can 
reach my friends in many countries—my friends in the front 
line trenches, the men in the lonely outposts whose only touch 
with the outside world is through the friendly radio beam 
which meets all alike—my friends in the far Nordic North, 
on India’s North-West frontier, on the African veldt, in far 
off Australia and New Zealand, in the Dutch East Indies and 
the farthermost corners of the earth. 

A Miracle of the Spirit 

We accept as a commonplace a man’s voice carried by radio 
to the uttermost parts of the earth. Why not the Voice of the 
Living God as an active, creative force in every home, every 
business, every parliament? 

Men listen to a King when he speaks to his people over the 
air. Why not also to the King of Kings? 

An all-powerful God is the most intelligent source of infor¬ 
mation in the world today. He has the answer to every prob¬ 
lem. Everywhere, when men and nations will let Him, He is 
teaching them how to live. 

The world needs a miracle. Miracles of science have been 
the wonder of the age. But all those miracles have not brought 
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Statement by 
Daphne Du Maurier, 
Author of “Rebecca” 


Moral 

Re •Armament 


If every writer worked to prin¬ 
ciples of Moral Re-Armament 
worldwide renaissance in 
literature would follow. Can’t 
American and British authors 
make this ideal a living real¬ 
ity? ft's my thirty-second 
birthday and I’m going to 
start today. 


fiJiter 6 Publisher htlrttm 
that Moral Re-Armament is 
the mod torts true l tee oem 
of the daf and provides 
tbit spate wit haul t barge. 


Characterized since the last war by a philosophy 
of pessimistic fatalism, Scandinavian literature, 
to quote the New York Times’ book review, has 
in the last two years taken on a "new and healthy 
trend/’ 

Foremost Swedish lyric poet Bertil Malmberg, 
after 11 volumes of beautiful but gloomy despair 
for Western civilization, appeared last Autumn 
with a new collection of poems—"Songs of Con-, 
science and Destiny." Describing this book, Dr. 
Sven Stolpe, noted Swedish essayist and critic, 
says: 

“Moral Re-Armament means new things to 
write about and new men to write them. Not for 
very many years has there been anything so full 
of promise in Scandinavian literature as the 
appearance of this ‘new’ poet.” 

Similarly inspired by MRA, eight leading 
writers who previously played nothing but a 
spectator or protest role, are now producing work 
of constructive character and leading the way 
to a new destiny for their nations. “Nordcn 
Folkforsonaren,’’ they put it, “The North, recon¬ 
ciler of nations." 
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A Statement by 
President Roosevelt 


Moral 

Re-Armament 


“The underlying strength 
of the world must consist in 
the moral fiber of her citi¬ 
zens. A program of moral 
rc-armament for the world 
cannot fail, therefore, to les¬ 
sen the danger of armed con¬ 
flict. Such moral re-arma¬ 
ment, to be most highly ef¬ 
fective, must receive support 
on a world-wide basis.” 


l-Juttt £i Publisher believes 
that Moral KeArmametti it 
the most tout truest tv tteu/i 
the day and provides 
this spate without (barge. 


-Franklin D. Roosevelt 


MRA AT WORK BETWEEN NATIONS 


Frcderik Ramm, Oslo editor, who flew over the 
North Pole with Amundsen as representative of the 
world’s press, was known throughout the Scandinavian 
countries for more than his Arctic achievements. His 
column, “The Man in the Crow’s Nest", was famous 
for its vitriolic attacks on the Danes. The dispute 
between Norway and Denmark over the Greenland 
fisheries rights had given him additional opportunity 
to spread bitterness. 

Shortly after meeting Moral Re-Armament, Ramm 
went to Copenhagen and publicly apologized in the 
Danish press and over the national radio for having 
stirred up antagonism against their country. 

The president of the Norwegian parliament at¬ 
tributes the close collaboration and feeling of coopera¬ 
tion now existing between Norway, Denmark and the 
other northern countries as very largely due to 
M.R.A. and the “bridge-building" it has done through 
such men as Ramm. 
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During the latter half of 1939, Editor & Publisher, the trade magazine of the 
American press, devoted a half page weekly to statements and information on 
Moral Re-Armament which it termed "the most constructive news of the day.” 
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peace and happiness to our homes and nations. A miracle of 
the spirit is what we need. 

There must come a spiritual dynamic which will change 
human nature and re-make men and nations. There must come 
a spiritual authority which will be accepted everywhere by 
everyone, the adequate authority that does not have to resort 
to war. Only so will order come out of chaos in national and 
world affairs. 

This miracle is undoubtedly the divinely-appointed destiny 
of mankind. Who can believe less than that? Its advent de¬ 
pends on and awaits the emergence in every country of firm 
and resolute God-guided men, with all the conviction, fire 
and fervor of early Christians. Their ever-widening influence 
would be invincible. A new national spirit would soon be 
born, a new cooperative relationship between the nations, if 
in every country there would arise a new leadership, free from 
the bondage of fear, rising above personal and national ambi¬ 
tion and responsive to the direction of God’s Will. 

Living as God Wants 

Such a philosophy has been stated as the historic basis for 
nationhood by the prophets of old and has withstood the test 
of centuries. The prophet Isaiah says: "And all thy children 
shall be taught of the Lord and great shall be the peace of thy 
children. Nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee 
because of the Lord thy God." 

The man charged with the foreign affairs of a great nation 
said: "What we need today are men of the type of the prophet 
Amos." British labor leaders in conference sent their message 
to the American capital with these words: "We need men 
who will make real the vision of the prophet Micah." 
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Moral Re-Armament is recapturing, revitalizing, reliving 
the message of the prophets. It is tried. It is true. It is tested. 

God calling the world is becoming a daily experience in the 
lives of hundreds of thousands. Now the call is to every man 
in every last place to be guided by God. We have tried think¬ 
ing and living as we want. Now try thinking and living as 
God wants. 

Try living as we want the other fellow to live. Try living as 
we want the other nation to live. Then our nation will be the 
spearhead of the new world order. We must now think what 
God can do through an army of a hundred million men 
mobilized, taking their daily orders and direction from Him. 

A Hundred Million Listening 

God has a program adequate for the world and for each 
nation. Thus each individual who has enlisted in that pro¬ 
gram can find a job he can do that will affect the civic, indus¬ 
trial and national welfare. Thus each nation can use all its 
resources and find its truest security. 

MRA has this in its favor, that during the last year it has 
gone with lightning speed throughout the world. It has made 
friends everywhere, in every nation, among every class. Think 
of the vast forces available—Catholic and Protestant, Jew and 
Gentile—think of the spiritually re-armed everywhere who 
may be the pacemakers for the peacemakers of tomorrow. 
MRA is open to all creeds and bars none. It is a quality of 
life. You don’t register with MRA; MRA registers with you. 
You don’t join and you can’t resign. You live a life. In the 
words of a miners’ leader: "MRA provides all men every¬ 
where with an open line to God for guidance.’’ 

The world is awaiting an answer. A hundred million people 
listening to God can give the answer. We must have some 
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simple, workable basis available for everyone and one that 
can be applied by all. We need people trained not only to 
make an adequate peace but also to keep it. 

Now is the time to enlist for the duration in this world war 
against selfishness. We must be "Fighters ever in the battle 
for peace.” 

Children see these great truths. I quote from a letter sent 
me by two children who listen to God each morning with their 
mother and father. Kennie, aged eleven, says: "It is now our 
chance in America. I know how wars start. I used to fight with 
my sister. We ourselves began the war by fighting in our home 
and arguing and disobeying God’s orders and the four stand¬ 
ards of absolute honesty, absolute unselfishness, absolute purity 
and absolute love. Love from Kennie.” 

Here is his sister Anne’s letter, who shares her guidance: 
"If we want to change the world, we will have to do what 
God tells us or He won’t give us power to do it. You must start 
obeying your parents when you are a child, and the four stand¬ 
ards. Everybody ought to obey them, even children, if they 
want to change their country. We ought to start now; if we 
don’t, after the war everybody will want their own way. God 
is the only Person who can give us power, and we can get it 
if we want to.” My only comment is: "A little child shall lead 
them.” 

The Secret of a United Nation 

The secret lies in listening to God. A truly united nation 
comes from a directing God. Man, unaided, cannot make 
peace. Men and nations must be trained to make and maintain 
peace. We must begin to develop the framers of the just and 
lasting peace of the future. We need to live a quality of life 
that will change masses of people. The united mind of a 
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hundred million people listening to God will give a new 
fund of information and source of inspiration that will pro¬ 
vide the secret of united action. 

The Oxford Group has been in action since the last war 
training men for the Moral Re-Armament of the nations. It is 
bringing a new force into play, an indispensable force neces¬ 
sary for the life-blood of every nation. Through lack of this 
quality nations sell their birthright. 

What is Guidance? 

A general, after a Disarmament Conference, sent me this 
program on a postcard. It was in the form of a picture of a 
man’s face and underneath was written, "God gave man two 
ears and one mouth. Why doesn’t he listen twice as much as 
he talks?” This is the first step in reorientating our minds to 
God—listen twice as much as you talk. This is a simple pro¬ 
gram of how to begin. Here lies tire strategy to win the world 
from her egocentric ways. Immediately self is the center of the 
picture, there war has begun, whether in individuals or in 
nations. 

Guidance is when we are in communication with God. Guid¬ 
ance is an absolute necessity and the irreducible minimum to 
keep millions spiritually and physically alive. It is the nation’s 
life-blood; without it nations perish. 

Television points to a great truth. The ordinary man, every- 
man and the statesman, must discover the counterpart on the 
spiritual plane. Guidance is this counterpart. Just as television 
is that space-conquering vision on the material plane, guidance 
is the far-seeing perception on the spiritual. It is limited only 
by our capacity for disciplined obedience. At one time there 
was one incandescent bulb and now infinitely more than a 
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hundred million enjoy the gift of light. The next great dis¬ 
coveries must lie in the realm of the spiritual. Statesmen living 
this qualty of life will make it possible for the Mind of God 
to become the mind of nations. 

Fear is another kind of guidance. People are afraid and so 
they will not daily fight the battle for peace. I am reminded of 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek's forceful phrase, "If we per¬ 
spired more in times of peace, we should bleed less in times 
of war." 

Every Man to His Guns 

We are waging the greatest battle of history in this world 
war against selfishness. Every man to his guns. We must call 
out the moral and spiritual forces. It is because we had no 
such adequate action during the last decades that we are com¬ 
pelled to make the costly sacrifice of war. The way to outlive 
the forces of destruction is to build better and more wisely 
than we are building now. 

"If we are not governed by God, we will be ruled by 
tyrants," said William Penn. The lack of such a program in 
peace-time has meant that a hundred million and more are 
engaged in a program that no one really wants. 

MRA is the great central revolutionary force. I was person¬ 
ally at war. An experience of the Cross made me a new type 
of revolutionary. MRA teaches us to sacrifice for our country. 
Its immediate aim is a hundred million mobilized in the battle 
for peace, everyone disciplined, everyone taking part. A na¬ 
tional Labor leader in San Francisco had a vision for an 
American membership of his organization of ten million. 

Surely the united forces of reconstruction in the world can 
think in terms of a hundred million taking their orders from 
the Living God. They will be an incomparable, unconquerable, 
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irresistible army with advanced knowledge of tactics and a 
program that will make men's hearts radically alter their think¬ 
ing and living. 

Within the limits of one broadcast it is not possible to give 
a complete answer, convincing and satisfying to everyone. It 
may, however, cast a light on your path and furnish you with 
information and direction that will be ready in time of crisis 
and put the torch that is available to all within your grasp. 

Our instant need is a hundred million planning for the 
new world peace; not only a few statesmen meeting, but 
the united forces of the world backed by daily living and 
action that will support them in waging the eternal war against 
selfishness. Then we can begin to approximate to what is 
needed. 

The call is to every one, the ordinary man and the states¬ 
man, unitedly to carry the burdens of their country. Responsi¬ 
bility has too often been delegated to the few in the belief 
that the statesman is expected to do the thinking, planning 
and living that must become the concern of every man, the 
ordinary man. 

Re-Makers of the World 

We must re-make the world. The task is nothing less than 
that. "We the re-makers of the world”—is that not the think¬ 
ing and willing of the ordinary man? Every man, woman and 
child must be enlisted, every home become a fort. 

A world philosophy will be brought to power through the 
cumulative effect of millions of people beginning the expe¬ 
rience of listening to God. True, it may be only an initial ex¬ 
perience. Enlistment does not immediately make the trained 
soldier, but we can all begin. God calling the world is becom- 
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ing a daily experience in the lives of hundreds of thousands 
of people in the more than sixty countries where MRA is at 
work. 

We stand at zero hour on the threshold of a new world 
order. We need unitedly to recapture the world once again for 
a program of sanity and security. Events are focussing for us 
the only program of sane control, God-control. The only sane 
people in an insane world are those guided by God. We have 
not yet tapped the great creative sources in the mind of God. 
God has a plan, and the combined moral and spiritual forces 
of the nations can find that philosophy adequate for world 
crisis. 


Telegram from the President of the All-Canadian Congress of 
Labor; 

December 3, 1939. 

Interested group enjoyed your inspiring well balanced broadcast 
over W R U L especially how to begin and follow up Moral Re- 
Armament. I believe that more listening to God will improve the 
relationship between Labor and Capital. Best wishes for your 
New Year Broadcasts. 

A. R. Mosher. 


"Moral Re-Armament may create such re-generation of human 
thought toward universal peace as to be one of the great advances 
scored by civilization in that direction.’* 

—"San Francisco News” December 1 , 1939. 


We feel that Moral Re-Armament is the way in which the ideals 
of all of us can with peace be realized in a new spirit of cooperation 
and national responsibility. 

—Roy Weir, Secretary, Minneapolis Central Labor Union. 
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A NEW ILLUMINATION 


Address by Mrs. Mina Edison Hughes, widow of the great 
scientist and inventor, Thomas A. Edison, over Station WRUL, 
World Wide Broadcasting Foundation, and the Inter-City 
Broadcasting System, on December 2, 1939. 

I AM very happy this afternoon to have an opportunity of 
speaking to you. I am here as a mother. I am here also as 
a woman who has lived, like most of you, through an age of 
material progress more brilliant than any in history. 

Miracles of science have turned the forces of nature into a 
thousand and one devices available to man. The same little 
box on the living-room table that brings the children their 
bedtime story, brings to us in a few seconds tragic news from 
the theatre of war. We do our Tuesday ironing with the same 
force that splits the sky with lightning. We fly where once we 
walked, or drove in a hansom cab. A thousand inventions pay 
tribute to the genius and achievements of man. 

We have prided ourselves on the enlightenment of our 
times. And now the sun of progress seems to be setting on a 
great civilization. With all our enlightenment, the nations of 
the world have not learned to live together in peace. Darkness 
has fallen on countless millions of the world family. 

Let us face facts. Seeds of war are planted deep in all our 
hearts: fear, selfishness, resentment. These are the real enemies 
—the only enemies with whom we can make no peace; the 
only enemies who must be destroyed. We can save the world 
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—at a price; the price of our own moral and spiritual re¬ 
armament. Women in all walks of life have a great oppor¬ 
tunity to turn the world from fear to faith, from war to peace, 
from hate to love. 

Our problem today is how to rekindle love in the world. 
Two thousand years ago we were told how. Where God is in 
control, selfishness dies and love takes charge. When men 
listen to God, He tells them how to live together. 

Through the ages great souls have lived close to God. In 
our materialistic world we have forgotten the experience and 
faith of the past. Today the world is again finding that it 
cannot live without the Light of God. It is as simple to listen 
to God as it is to turn on a light in a dark room. Many thou¬ 
sands of people around the world are trying it. Over this 
weekend millions more have been hearing how this experi¬ 
ment works for the ordinary man and woman. The message 
of Moral Re-Armament, with its simple code of absolute 
honesty, purity, unselfishness and love applied to everyday life, 
is spreading like wildfire the news that there is a cure for war. 
In the laboratory of the home, the office, the factory, the 
cabinet and in the halls of diplomacy, its effectiveness has been 
tested and proved. Families get up early to listen to God to¬ 
gether, and find His plan for them and their community. 

Mr. Edison was a great pioneer. He spent seven long, 
patient years perfecting the electric bulb and now in the 
darkest corners of the earth even primitive men see at night 
because that light has been multiplied and made available for 
all. Now in the darkness of the world’s confusion and despair, 
the light of Moral Re-Armament is multiplying faith in mil¬ 
lions of hearts and making God’s guidance available to the 
average man, woman and child all over the world. 
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At first when Mr. Edison had the vision of flooding a nation 
with light, many people thought it a fantastic idea. And yet in 
the span of one generation the whole world has been flooded 
with light. To people unaccustomed to the presence of God in 
their lives the experiment of listening to Him may seem 
equally fantastic. But skeptics can only discount what is hap¬ 
pening. The pioneer decides what will happen. 

As the first pioneers in America opened up the resources of 
nature to a new civilization, so today we must pioneer again, 
exploring the vast resources of the Spirit. Steinmetz, the great 
scientist, said, 'The next great scientific development will be 
in the realm of the spirit/’ Yes, we live in an age of great 
spiritual pioneers. Ordinary men and women push back bar¬ 
riers, not of nature but of human nature, again to establish a 
new civilization;—a civilization operating under the laws of 
love as Christ taught instead of hate and greed; a civilization 
that listens to the Voice of God instead of to the voice of 
self-interest. 

If we listen to God He will turn the light on us first. He 
will show us our own faults. He will show us how to put 
wrong right. He will throw light on a plan for our lives that 
will bring peace to ourselves, our homes and our nation. 

My mind goes back two thousand years to the first Christ¬ 
mas, and to those wonderful words, "Peace on earth, goodwill 
to men,” and again to the word "Light.” A woman was chosen 
to bring this Light into the world. Are we not fortunate as 
women to be able to assist in rekindling the Light that will 
guide all nations to peace? Would it not be glorious to be the 
instruments through whom the love and peace, so long striven 
for, could be realized? Let us be swift to prove goodwill 
prevails. 
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BUSINESS AND LABOR 

A Business Executive; 

The world of business and industry is realizing that the war has 
shown us the fruits of the greed and selfishness of us all. It has 
proved to us that what we call practical men of business have not 
been practical at all. Some of us have been so busy furnishing and 
decorating our own cabins that we have failed to notice that the 
ship was sinking. Now war threatens to end this age of materialism 
with chaos. But there is hope. 

The rapidly increasing forces of Moral Re-Armament in this and 
every land are heralding the dawn of a new age. It will be an age 
when all shall recognize that listening to God is the most practical, 
efficient and sensible way of running one’s life and one’s business. 
Industry’s future depends on her learning and applying these truths. 

—Austin Reed, Chairman, Austin Reed, Ltd., London. 


From One Labor Man to Another 

"As we struggle to overcome injustice in a world about ruined 
by dishonesty, selfishness, greed and hate, indulged in by men 
(inevitably leading to wars), we must surely see that to change 
these conditions we must first change men. 

"This can be done. MR A points the way. All our talk today has 
failed us. It is proposed that we do some listening—one hundred 
million of us. 

"May I urge that you be one to listen with me on December 
1, 2, 3, and from then on form the habit of listening? 

"As one Labor man to another, 

"Yours for Moral Re-Armament, 

James A. Duncan.” 

A message mailed by Mr. Duncan, Grand Lodge representative, 
International Association of Machinists, to fifteen hundred of his 
friends in Labor circles. 
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NEXT STAGE OF PROGRESS 

Henry Ford and Moral Re-Armament 

Detroit, Dec. 2.—"Moral Re-Armament gives me hope for 
the future of our country and the world, because of the results 
that are being achieved,” said Henry Ford here this afternoon 
in connection with the world-wide observance of MRA week¬ 
end. His statement follows in full: 

"In many nations this weekend, I understand, people are 
thinking about Moral Re-Armament, the determined effort to 
build a better world in which each man starts with himself. 
The objective of Moral Re-Armament is one in which I 
strongly believe. It stands for an attitude and an effort that is 
deeply needed in all the seats of public and private power 
today. There is enough good will in the people to overcome all 
war, all class dissension and all economic stagnation, when 
that good will shall be hitched to the affairs of men and 
nations. This is the one kind of power in which governments 
of men are deficient and of the usability of which they seem 
unaware. A movement that translates our private moral con¬ 
victions into our public policies appeals to all who would help 
the world forward to its next stage of progress. Moral Re- 
Armament gives me hope for the future of our country and 
the world, because of the results that are being achieved.” 

—Associated Press Dispatch. 
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UNITED, STRONG AND FREE 

D URING the last four months we have seen our people 
from the farms, in the cities, from the workshop, and 
in the homes answering this call. The hope of a new world— 
united, strong, and free—has come to the hearts of Americans 
from coast to coast as they watched this new spirit unite hus¬ 
band and wife, parents and children, employer and employee, 
statesman and citizen. 

The battle is for a new world—a world of peace and love. 
We have been gratified to see this nation-wide response in 
America to the challenge of Moral Re-Armament. In every 
walk of life, our citizens are awakening to those Christian 
virtues of honesty, purity, unselfishness and love which form 
the bedrock of national character, and which enlist the citizens 
of a democracy in constructive national service. . . . 

The essential condition of any lasting world peace is a new 
spirit among nations. Without such a new spirit no general 
settlement will be possible. With it there might be achieved 
a realistic reordering of world affairs which would endure. 
I believe that the future of civilization must largely depend 
upon the success of Moral Re-Armament. 

I have felt a fresh certainty about the safety and security 
of America because of the evidence everywhere I go of the 
spread of Moral Re-Armament. This spirit of true patriotism 
is bringing together the enemies within our gates, solving the 
internal discord that threatens our national life more seriously 
than any foreign power. Along the MRA road of honest 
apology lies our only hope of permanent peace—domestic and 
international. This is America’s war. I urge all to enlist. This 
is our greatest contribution to warring nations. 

—Hon.^Harry S. Truman, Senator from Missouri . 
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A New Year , A New Decade! 

What Will Seattle Do About It? 

EDITORIAL 


YK7E APPROACH a new year—a new 
** decade. 

It's time we took stock as to what 
they will bring to Seattle. 

Looking back over the last 10-year 
period, there is little we can find about 
which Seattle can be proud. Putting all 
due blame on the depression and other 
economic drags, there was still too much 
dissension and too little progress. 

To the nation at large Seattle came 
out of the 30*s with a black eye and a 
bad reputation. 

We believe the city itself will agree 
that we ended the decade with only a 
shred of the once-proud Seattle Spirit 
that built, on the ashes of adversity, the 
greatest city of its age in the world. 

We believe the city itself will agree 
that during the last decade we have built 
up a system of chiseling, back-biting and 
short-sightedness that has been a stone 
wall holding back the logical growth of 
our community. 

As one prominent Seattleite expresses 
it: “The reason Seattle gets so little 
done is that when someone has an idea 
he is generally more interested in get¬ 
ting credit for it than in making it 
work . . . and when others, who might 
help, hear about the idea, either they 
oppose it unless they are included in its 
benefits, or they ignore it altogether.” 

This is pitiful—but it’s true. We’ve 
seen it happen a dozen times, at the ex¬ 
pense of new industries that wanted to 
locate here, and at the expense of the 
few civic-thinking and aggressive lead¬ 
ers of which Seattle can boast. 

The question is: We are all striving 
for a common goal. How are we going 
to attain it? 

The decade of the 40's must be better. 
All of us must help. How are we going 
to do it? 


T URNING a new leaf, like charity, be¬ 
gins at home. 

And so The Star apologizes publicly 
for the mistakes it has made in the past. 
Perhaps it has been too free to run down 
the ideas of others—too prone to insist 
on ideas of its own. 

And on this eve of making new reso¬ 
lutions, it figuratively offers its hand to 
its competitors and to all others who 
want to honestly and conscientiously 
help to build Seattle, with a pledge that 
it will do all in its power to co-operate. 

We believe that if we, as a city, can 
attain more unity, which after all is 
merely less individual pride and more 
respect for the other fellow's ideas, we 
will be on our way. That will auto¬ 
matically bring about the submerging 
of old feuds and unnecessary rivalries, 
which must be forgotten if the decade 
of the 40’s is going to bring the progress 
to which Seattle is entitled. 

A S A specific plan for bringing about 
a rebirth of the old - time Seattle 
Spirit and a program in which every 
person can co-operate, The Star offers 
this: 

Why not a “Round Table” where, fre¬ 
quently and as an informal group, mem¬ 
bers representing business, labor, prop¬ 
erty, farmers, local governments, the 
three newspapers, and other major di¬ 
visions of Seattle life could sit down and 
discuss our public problems? 

If such a group, representing all di¬ 
versified interests, were to examine the 
facts as these problems came along, per¬ 
haps reporting back to the public its 
findings, it seems to us it would go far 
toward building a unanimity of effort 
toward progress and furnish an effec¬ 
tive bar to the opposition of minorities 
stirred by selfish interests and not act¬ 
ing for the public good. 


This full page editorial in the "Seattle Star” was followed a few days later 
by a further full page editorial under the title "For 1940—a new Seattle Spirit”, 
outlining the different areas of civic life where the new spirit is being felt. 
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